State Medical Unit Asks Action
T o Prohibit Ban on Negro Doctors

By WILILIAM L. LAURENCE

The House of Delegates of the
Medical Society of the State of
New York adopted yesterday with-
out a dissenting vote a resolution
urging a change in the constitu-
tion of thé American Medical As-
sociation designed to prohibit
county medical societies through-
out the country from excluding
Negro physicians from member-
ship.

The House of Delegates, which
was holding its 142d annual meet-
ing at the Pennsylvania Hotel, is
the policy-making body of the
State Medical Society and is made
up of representatives of the sixty-
one county medical societies in
the state. It has a membership
of 22,000 physicians and surgeons.
‘Next to the American Medical
Association, the Medical Society
of the State of New York is the
largest medical body in the coun-
try.
| The resolution, introduced by
Dr. Samuel Bennett Burk on be-
'half of the Medical Society of the

County of New York, asks for the|
introduction of a clause in the
constitution of the A. M. A. read-
ing:

‘“No component society of the
American Medical Association
shall exclude any qualified physi-
cian from its membership by rea-
son of race, creed or color.”

A similar resolution, slightly
different in wording, demanding
that “no constituent association
shall exclude from membership
any physiciamr for other than pro-
fessional or ethical reasons,” was
introduced on Monday by Dr. J.
Lewis Amster on behalf of the
Medical Society of Bronx County.
Dr. Amster agreed to the wording
in Dr. Burk’s resolution and the
House adopted it by a voice vote.

The resolution previously adopted
by the New York and Bronx
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County DMedical Societies, is the
first of ;ts kind to be adopted by
any state society. It was there-
fore regarded as a significant step
toward removing the present bar-
rier against Negro physicians in
seventeen states and the District
of Columpbia, -

As the resolution pointed out, to
be a member of the American

Medical Association and of other
national medical organizations, as

well as of a state society, a phy-
sician must first become a mem-
ber of his 1ocal county society.
Exclusion from membership in the
A. M. A, also automatically bars a
physician from being certified as
a specialist by the various national
certifying boards.

“The =exclusion of physicians
from membership on the basis of
race,” Dr. Amster's resolution
said, “constitutes an. affront to our
colleagues, a degradation of the
honored traditions of our profes-
sion and a violation of our Amer-
ican democratic ideal”

The Youse of Delegates also
voted to mtroduce the resolution
‘at the next annual meeting of the
‘House of Delegates of the Ameri-
can Medical Association, to be held
in Chicago next month,

Tests with fifty-five experimen-
tal diets on the effect of low ca-
loric and water intakes on protein
metabolism, made with 200 volun-
teer conscientious objectors and
Army enlisted men, were described
by Dr. David Schwimmer and Dr.
Thomas H. McGavack of the Met-!
ropolitan Hospital and the New

York Medical College, Flower and
Fifth Avenite Hospitals.

. Dr. Howard A. Rusk, Professor
of Rehabilitation and Physical
|Medicine, New York TUniversity
'College of Medicine, and associate
editor of THE NEW YORK TIMES,
discussed “Dynamic Therapeutics
'in Chronic Diseases.” One of the
most significant advances made in
rehabilitation during the war and
‘the immediate post-war period, he|
-said, “has been the increased rec-
‘ognition given to medical rehabili-
‘tation as an integral part of med-
ical care.”

“We, as physicians,” he said,
“must deal with the practical re-
lationship of disability to economic
social and environmental factors.
‘We must realize that the treat-
ment of disease or disability is
only a segment of our problem;
lour primary mission is the treat-
iment of the patient.”
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