ANTLBIAS HOVE
1N AMA DEMANDED

;County Medical Society Calis
for Constitutional Change
to Admit More Negroes

In a resolution denouncing racial !
bias, the Medical Society of the
County of New York voted last
night to seek a change in the con-
stitution of the American Medical
Association whereby certain Negro
physicians who now are barred
would become eligible for member-
ship in the national medical body.

The resolution was adopted at a
crowded meeting of the society in
the New York Academy of Medi-
cine Building.

The county group voted also to
send a representative to the Health
Insurance Plan of Greater New
York, and heard a ruling by its
board of censors that advertising
by the insurance plan was not in
itself a violation of medical ethics. |

The two actions on the health

plan were interpreted by Dr. Dean
A. Clark, the plan’s medical direc-
tor, as indicating the county so-
ciety’'s willingness to cooperate
with his organization’s experiment
without specifically endorsing its
|program. -
' The resolution on Negro physi-
cians proposed an amendment to
the American Medical Associa-
‘tion’s constitution specifying that
“no component society of the
American Medical Association
shall exclude any qualified phy-
gsician from its membership be-
.cause of race, creed or color.”

At present, membership in a
county society is required for ad-
mission to the AMA. The resolu-
tion pointed out that in several
states Negro phgsicians were
barred from their cbunty societies,
and therefore could not join the
national unit.

The physicians concerned, the
resolution said, are “thereby re-
strained in the legitimate pursuit
and furtherance of their profes-
sional activities.” :

“This exclusion of physicians on
the basis of race,” the resolution
continued, “constitutes an affront
to our colleagues, a degradation of
the honored traditions of our pro-
fedsion and a violation of our
American democratic ideals.”

The resolution asserted further
that through this exclusion the
physicians were denied the right
to apply for membership in other
national professional societies.

The delegates of the county so-
ciety were instructed to introduce
the proposed amendment to the
AMA constitution at the next
annual meeting of the house of
delegates of the Medical Society
of the State of New York, to the
end that the proposed amendment
be introduced in turn at the an-
nual meeting of the house of dele-
gates of the AMA,

The sending of a representative
to the Health Insurance Plan was
recommended by tHe society’s
comitia minora, which corresponds
to a board of directors. This body
also transmitted to the member-
ship the board of censorship’s in-
terpretation of the principles of
ethics with regard to advertising.
The board of censorship ruling,
upon which no vote was required,
establishes the Health Insurance
Plan’'s right to advertise and to
solicit business in various ways
without impairing the professional
standing of its member physicians.
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