ERASE COLOR LINE
PHYSICIANS URGED

Move Before State Society
Would End Exclusion From
National Medical Groug

COUNTIES HOLD VETO NOW

Amendment Would Open Way
to Coveted Membership for
All but Ethics-Offenders

A resolution to amend the con-
stitution of the American Medical
Association so as to prohibit the
exclusion of Negro physicians
from membership in component
county societies was introduced
yesterday at the annual meeting
of the House of Delegates of the
Medical Society of the State of
New York, at the Pennsylvania
Hotel.

To be a member or a fellow of
the American Medical Association,
it was pointed out, a physician
must first be elected a member of
his local county society. At pres-
ent Negro physicians are excluded
from membership in county medi-
cal societies in seventeen states
and the District of Columbia, and
are thus automatically excluded
from membership in the American

Medical Association, as well as
their state societies.

‘“Physicians excluded from mem-
bership in the American Medical
Association,” the resolution says,
“are for that reason denied the
right to apply for membership in
other national professional soci-
eties where membership in the
AMA is a prerequisite. These phy-
sicians are thereby restrained in
the legitimate pursuit and further-
ance of their professional activi-
ties.

“The exclusion of physicians on
the basis of race constitutes an af-
front to our colleagues, a degrada-
tion of the honored traditions of

our profession, and a violation of
our American democratic ideal.”

Initiated in Bronx

The resolution, introduced on be-
half of the Bronx County Medical
Society by Dr. J. Lewis Amster,
urges that the constitution of the
AMA be amended to include the
following: “No constituent associ-
ation shall exclude from member-
ship any physician for other than
- professional or ethical reasons.”

A similar resolution was adopted
recently by the Medical Society of
the County of New York and also
was intfoduced yesterday on be-
half of that sotiety. Action on
these resolutions will be taken at
the meeting today or tomorrow.

Another resolution, pregented by
Dr. Andrew A. Eggston of the
Westchester County Medical Soci-
ety, proposed that the New York
State Medical Society ‘“urge county
societies to consider the establish-
ment of a Red Cross blood donor
- gervice program similar to that
proposed for Westchester.,” The
,program provides “free Red Cross
blood for the medically indigent
- who are unable to provide replace-
ment; continuation of existing hos-
pital blood banks, and the vesting
of all technical and- professional
control and supervision of the
donor service program in a com-
mittee of physicians sppointed by
the County Medical Society.”

This “permissive program adopt-.
ed to meet local needs,” the resolu-
tion states, ‘“‘has been approved in
Westchester County in full cooper-
ation with the Westchester Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross.”

Atomic War Defense

Dr. Louis H. Bauer of Hemp-
stead, L. I, retiring president of
the State Medical Society, urged
that New York State physicians
help prepare plans for civilian de-
fense in a possible atomic war.

“The results of atomic warfare,”
he said, “are positively terrifying.
Our experience in civilian defense
during the last war will be of lit-
tle value. Should war come there
will be no time to train people to
meet it, as there was in both of the\
previous wars. We should be or-
ganized and ready and hope that‘
our preparatmns will be unneces-

sary.’

Dr. Leo F. Simpson of Rochester
incoming president, said that
“medicine is now on- trial before
the bar of public opinion.”

“We seem at present,” he said,
“to be a profession peevishly
scolded, criticized as reactionary,
unable to deliver adequate medical
care, possibly unwilling to do so at
mght calloused to the poor and the
underprivileged—a monopoly in
restraint of trade.”

He called on colleagues fo “do
something about this or be en-
gulfed by the forces within our
own country which are becoming
increasingly powerful, and which
may destroy the practice of medi-
' cine as it now exists unless they
are checked.”

“The fact is,” he added, “we are
something of an isolated group,
weak in our relations with groups
outside ourselves. If our skills and
abilities are to be preserved for the
benefit of the sick, it can only be
done when each individual mem-
ber of our society reaches out into
the community and becomes a par-
ticipating figure in activities other
than medicine.”
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