PROPOSAL IS MADE
0 ST0P RACE BIAS

Physicians Forum Hears Plea
to Eliminate Discfim_ination‘
» * Against Negro Doctors

A proposal to amend the consti-
tution of the American Medieal
Association to admit to member-
ship any qualfied physician regard-
less of race, aimed to eliminate dis-
\criminatory practiceé_’ ggaiggt NeZ
igro physiciaps, was presented last
night at a meeting of thé' Physi-
cians Forum at the New York
Academy of Medicine.

The proposal was presented by
Dr. Curtis Flory, assistant profes-
sor of pathology at the Cornell
University Medical College and
chairman of the Physicians For-
um’'s Committee on Civil Rights in
Medicine. Other speakers at the
meeting, which dealt with “the
plight of the Negro physician in
American medicine,” were Dr. Al-
fred E. Cohn, member emeritus of
‘the Rockefeller Institute for Medi-
cal Research, and Dr, W. Mon-
tague Cobb, Professor of Anatomy
at Howard -University, Washing-
ton, D. C. Dr. George Cannon, na-
tional secretary of the Physicians
Forum, presided.

Dr. Flory criticized the recent
resolution approved by the County
Medical Societies of both New
York and Baltimore to permit Ne-
gro physicians ‘special member-
ship” in the American Medical As-
sociation. ' .

This resolution, he said, could be
considered a “step ahead” only in
a professional organization of
which the Southern constituent so-
E_ieties admit openly to disérimina.

ion, '

On the other hand, he added,
“by the very words ‘special mem-
bership’ it is evident that segre-
gation of Negro physicians will
still be practiced; in fact this prac-
tice will be made easier rather
than more difficult. Under this
proposal, -the Negro physician
would still be denied the right to
attend County Medical Society
meetings, to be appointed to local
hospital staffs requiring member-
ship in the County Society, and to
attain his rightful place in medi-
cine.”

The proposal offered py Dr.
Flory would amend outright the

constitution of the American Med-
ical Association so that member-
ship may not be denied a physician
on.other than professional .or ethi-
cal grounds. .

Under the existing set-up, mem
bership in the AMA is a require-
ment * before certain specialty
boards will certify a doctor, and
in many areas a doctor must be a
member of the AMA before he can
be appointed to a hospital. Before
a physician can become a mem-
ber of the AMA;, he must first be
elected a member of his.local coun-
ty medical society.

Since, in the South, Negro phy-
sicians are barred from member-
ship
it is all but impossible for them to
become specialists or to work 'in
hospitals. :
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in their local county societies,




