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“Jane, Duchess of Marlborough”

Oil on canvas, 39" wide by 51" high.
The frame measures 53" wide by 66" high.
The title is on the frame.

No obvious signature.

Provenance

Jane was inherited by Lenore Flory from her mother, Ruth Halpern, upon Ruth’s death in 1976.
Lenore was David Flory’s first wife and is now deceased. At the time of Ruth Halpern’s death she
and Lenore had been estranged for many years. As a result no oral history is available. The painting
was found in Ruth Halpern’s apartment on Ocean Parkway in Brooklyn. Ruth Halpern had been
married to William A. Freedman (d. 1964) who was born in England. They had lived in the Ocean

Parkway apartment since the 40s.

After Ruth Halpern’s death Jane was appraised and put up for auction by Regency Auction Gallery,
1052 2nd Ave, New York, 10022, (212) 688-0042. They attributed Jane to Thomas Sully (1783-
1872) and a reserve of $5,000 was set on the painting. It did not meet the reserve at the auction and
remained in the possession of David and Lenore Flory. It is now owned by David and his wife
Sharon.

In about 2000 the screws holding the wire supports to the picture frame pulled out. The painting
fell several feet and the frame was damaged. It has not been repaired.

A naive examination indicates that the attribution to Sully was credible. However, based upon a
careful examination of Biddle & Fielding, The Life and Works of Thomas Sully, it appears that Sully
never painted a portrait of the Duchess of Marlborough. This calls the attribution into serious

question. The painting also resembles the work of Martin Archer Shee (1769-1850).
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Notes on Thomas Sully
Sully painted Queen Victoria in March, 1838. He was in London from November, 1837 until
1838[?].

Notes on Lady Jane, Duchess of Marlborough
Lady Jane Stewart (Duchess of Marlborough):

http://www.blenheimpalace.com/Time_line_the family.htm

George Spencer-Churchill (6th Duke of Marlborough)
b.1793. Suc. 1840. d. 1857 married three times.

(1) JANE, dr. of 8th Earl of Galloway. b. 1798, d. 1844
(i1) CHARLOTTE, dr.of Viscount Ashbrook. d. 1850
(iii) JANE. dr. of Hon. Edward Stewart. d. 1897

Lady Jane STEWART (Duchess of Marlborough) was born about 1798 in England. She died on 12
Oct 1844 in England. Parents: George STEWART.

Spouse: George Spencer CHURCHILL (6th Duke of Marlborough). George Spencer
CHURCHILL (6th Duke of Marlborough) and Lady Jane STEWART (Duchess of Marlborough)
were married about 1821 in Milan. Children were: John Winston Spencer CHURCHILL (7th
Duke of Marlborough).

http://www.thepeerage.com/p10594.htm
Jane Francis Clinton Stewart (F)

b. 27 May 1817, d. 24 March 1897, #105931
Pedigree

Last Edited=10 May 2003

Consanguinity Index=0.0%

Jane Francis Clinton Stewart was the daughter of Hon. Edward Richard Stewart and Katherine
Charteris. She was born on 27 May 1817. She married George Spencer-Churchill, 6th Duke of
Marlborough, son of George Spencer-Churchill, 5th Duke of Marlborough and Lady Susan
Stewart, on 18 October 1851 at Blenheim Palace, Woodstock, Oxfordshire, England. She died on
24 March 1897 at age 79 at 28 Grosvenor Street, Mayfair, London, England. She was buried at
Brompton Cemetery, Brompton, England. Through her marriage, Jane Francis Clinton Stewart
gained the title of Duchess of Marlborough on 18 October 1851.

212.877.5933 home ®  201.692.7064 office  ®  theflorys.org web ®  flory@fdu.edu email


http://www.blenheimpalace.com/Time_line_the_family.htm
http://www.blenheimpalace.com/Time_line_the_family.htm
http://www.thepeerage.com/p10594.htm

References

Fabian, Monroe H.

Mr. Sully, Portrait Painter:

The Works of Thomas Sully (1783-1872)
Smithsonian Institute Press for the
National Portrait Gallery, 1983
[ND1329.584 A4 1983]

Barratt, Carrie Rebora

Queen Victoria and Thomas Sully

Princeton University Press in association with
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2000
[ND1329.584 B37 2000]

Carrie Rebora Barratt

Associate Curator of American Paintings and Sculpture
Manager of the Henry R. Luce Center for the

Study of American Art

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
(212) 570-3903

http://www.metmuseum.org

Biddel, Edward and Fielding, Mantle
The Life and Works of Thomas Sully (1783-1872)
Philadelphia, 1921

212.877.5933 home ®  201.692.7064 office  ®  theflorys.org web ®

flory@fdu.edu email


http://www.metmuseum.org

	Provenance
	Notes on Thomas Sully
	Notes on Lady Jane, Duchess of Marlborough
	References


